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Student Conferences

This is a roundtable writing share.  The PURPOSE is to discover strengths in a piece of writing and areas where ideas could be further clarified or developed.

In your group:

1. Trade papers so no one has his/her own.

2. Read the paper.  Write (on their paper) positive comments, make suggestions, ask questions, and add ideas.  This is NOT proofreading.  Commenting on spelling, commas, etc. should not be done at this point.  Commenting on the order of the writing, events, and areas where ideas may be unclear is acceptable and encouraged.  Focus on the skills we’ve worked on in class: imagery, show vs. tell, specific details, active verbs, format/structure, etc.

3. Switch papers and repeat steps 1 and 2.  

4. Give each piece of writing back to the original author.  Take a few minutes to look over comments made by your group on your piece of writing.  Ask any questions.

5. Choose one piece of writing.  Each person in the group should say something that he/she liked about the piece.  BE SPECIFIC.  Do not say things like, “Your characters are really interesting.”  Write the group comments on the back of the piece of writing.  

6. Repeat #5 for the remaining pieces of writing within the group.    
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