DRAMA TOOLS

Setting (time & place): Where the dialogue occurs and the time during which it occurs impacts the nature of the conversation and offers opportunities for the writer to reveal theme/conflict/character.

Fred and Alphonse are standing on a busy street corner at mid-day.  They’ve just met and are arguing over taxicab they seem to have hailed simultaneously.

Dialogue: exact words spoken by the characters.  Dialogue reveals characterization (through voice/diction/rhythm).  It also reveals tension/conflict between the characters and moves the dramatic scene forward toward its moment of change (resolution).

FRED:  You gotta be kiddin’ me.

ALPHONSE:  My friend, I never joke about such things.

FRED:  I ain’t your friend, buddy.

ALPHONSE:  Then I presume that means I am not your buddy, either.

Stage Directions (actions, gestures, facial expressions, other nonverbals): Stage directions tell the actors how to behave on stage.  These behaviors represent encoded messages that must be decoded; they reveal tension/conflict between the characters and move the a dramatic scene forward toward its moment of change (resolution).

FRED:  (Throwing hands up in the air.)  You gotta be kiddin’ me.

ALPHONSE:  (Smirking indignantly.)  My friend, I never joke about such things.

FRED:  I ain’t your friend, buddy.  (Smacks Alphonse on the shoulder with the back of his hand.)

ALPHONSE:  (Dusting Fred’s “germs” off his shirt sleeve.)  Then I presume that means I am not your buddy, either.

Interference: External (physical) and internal (psychological) interruptions in the dialogue that alter the direction or dynamic of the conversation.

FRED:  (Throwing hands up in the air.)  You gotta be kiddin’ me.

ALPHONSE:  (Smirking indignantly.)  My friend, I never joke about such things.

FRED:  I ain’t your friend, buddy.  (Smacks Alphonse on the shoulder with the back of his hand.)

(The taxi cab driver, tired of waiting, squeals his tires and roars away, nearly hitting Alphonse when its back end fishtails, but Fred grabs Alphonse just in time and pulls him away from the cab.)  

ALPHONSE:  What was that you were saying about not being my friend?

FRED:  How ‘bout we share the next one?

Props/Symbols:  Objects found in the setting, which represent important ideas relevant to conflict/characters/theme.

ALPHONSE:  What was that you were saying about not being my friend?

(Another cab comes around the corner.)

FRED:  (Waves his hand at the cab.)  How ‘bout we share this one?

Resolution:  A significant change in the character/conflict that occurs (or is suggested) at or near the end of a scene.

ALPHONSE:  What was that you were saying about not being my friend?

(Another cab comes around the corner.)

FRED:  (Waves his hand at the cab.)  How ‘bout we share this one?

ALPHONSE:  (Straitening his sport coat.)  Only if you let me cover the fare.

FRED:  Deal.

