“If you're not from California...”

If you're not from California,

You don't know our beaches,

You "can't" know our beaches.

The sound of the waves as they crash onto shore,

The sands and the cliffs, the pelicans and more,

The smell of the sweet yet salty clean air,

Lift up your spirits and remove every care.

If you're not from California,

You "don't" know our beaches.
If you're not from California,

You don't know our deserts,

You "can't" know our deserts.

Horizons that stretch never seeming to end,

Wondrous night skies to view with a friend,

The long dusty roads across miles oh so flat,

And the burning hot sun--you must have a hat!

If you're not from California,

You "don't" know our deserts.
If you're not from California,

You don't know our mountains,

You "can't" know our mountains.

Tall rugged vistas with breath-taking sights,

For skiing and snow boarding, cold wintry delights,

Or hiking and camping in warm summery sun,

The mountains enthrall us with all kinds of fun.

If you're not from California,

You "don't" know our mountains.
If you're not from California,

You don't know our valleys,

You "can't"know our valleys.

Orchards and ranches, food for us all,

The wide fertile farmlands make us feel small,

Life in the valleys celebrates seasons all year,

With sun, wind, and rain--nature's reasons to cheer.

If you're not from California,

You "don't" know our valleys.
If you're not from California,

You don't know our cities,

You "can't" know our cities.

Each city is special offering features and flair,

With histories and buildings that define each one's air,

Making every community unique to go see,

For tourists or citizens--great places to be!

If you're not from California,

You "don't" know our cities.
If you're not from California,

You don't know our landmarks,

You "can't" know our landmarks.

We're famous for missions, vineyards, bridges, and bays,

Natural lands and amusement parks, all fill our days,

The freeways are massive and take us to places,

Star-spangling attractions that light up our faces.

If you're not from California,

You "don't" know our landmarks.
If you're not from California,

You don't know our lifestyles,

You "can't" know our lifestyles.

We believe in good health and the importance of play,

Informal attire is the standard each day,

We like movies and music, the sports, every choice,

Our communities listen to our hearts and our voice.

If you're not from California,

You "don't" know our lifestyles.
If you're not from California,

You don't know our people,

You "can't" know our people.

Our history is rich in its population and land,

We live quite simply; we live very grand,

We work closely with others and respect each one's way,

As we celebrate our diversity of life every day.

If you're not from California,

You 'don't" know our people.
If you're not from California, you can't know me,

You don't know our land, our people, our sea.

You can't know my thoughts, my hands, nor my heart,

Unless deep within you, there's somehow a part...

That understands things I've shared and I know,

California is my home, a place one can grow.

Best come for a visit---and then we'll be one,

For we will have shared our same western sun.
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