	Theme
	What does it mean?
	Examples from the play
	Quotations that support your examples

	Unchecked Ambition
	Ambition is the desire to work toward something.  Ambition often is seen as a positive quality.  However, ambition without any sense of morals or responsibility becomes problematic.
	
	

	Kingship vs. Tyranny

(also tied to James I and the Gunpowder Plot)
	Distinguishing between a good king and a tyrannical king who selfishly “uses power oppressively and unjustly” (dictionary.com)

	
	

	Gender Roles
	What gender assumptions are made?  (What qualities are seen as masculine?  Feminine?) 
	
	


	Fate

	What is the role of man in determining his own fate through his actions vs the pre-ordained nature of events?


	
	

	Guilt
	How does guilt influence character development?

	
	

	The Supernatural
	What role do supernatural forces/elements play in the plot development and/or in revealing aspects of Macbeth’s character?


	
	





Macbeth Themes








