Direct and Indirect Characterization in Of Mice and Men

Direct Characterization—the author directly tells readers important information about a character (e.g., “Margo was an extremely generous person.”)

Indirect Characterization—Readers learn about characters by inferring (interpreting clues that the author gives). 

For each quote listed below, which technique is used? What do you learn about the characters?
1. “They [George and Lennie] had walked in a single file down the path, and even in the open one stayed behind the other.”

Circle one:
Direct

Indirect
What you learn about the characters: ______________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________________________________
2. “The first man was small and quick, dark of face, with restless eyes and sharp, strong features.”

Circle one:
Direct

Indirect
What you learn about the characters:______________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________________________________
3. “‘Lennie,” he said hopelessly. ‘You’d drink out of a gutter if you was thirsty.’”

Circle one:
Direct

Indirect

What you learn about the characters: ______________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________________________________
4. “Behind him walked his opposite, a huge man, shapeless face, with large, pale eyes, with wide sloping shoulders…”

Circle one:
Direct

Indirect
What you learn about the characters: ______________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________________________________
Characterization: One Step Further
Steinbeck gives you enough clues that you begin to associate certain character traits with the two men. For each trait, find two examples (quotes) from chapter one to support it.

GEORGE
· Practical
·       Quote One: _____________________________________p. (     )
 

·       Quote Two: _____________________________________p. (     )
 

· Quick-tempered
·       Quote One: _____________________________________p. (     )
 

·       Quote Two: _____________________________________p. (     )
LENNIE
· Simple and childlike
·       Quote One: _____________________________________p. (     )
 

·       Quote Two: _____________________________________p. (     )
 

· Eager
a.    Quote One: _____________________________________p. (     )
 

b.    Quote Two: _____________________________________p. (      )
