What is Good Writing?

1.  Shooting the Rat is an anthology of “outstanding poems and stories by high school writers.”  Read the first poem, “Shooting the Rat.”  What makes this piece “good writing”?  Consider the following:

· Imagery/Show, not Tell

· Line Breaks

· Figurative Language

· Voice

· Exciting/creative opening or “hook”

· Active Verbs

· Diction (Word Choice)

Write your answer in complete sentences/paragraph format on a clean sheet of paper.  Refer to specific phrases/lines to support your statements.

2.  Now choose and read four other pieces from the book: one poem, two short stories, and one piece of your choice.  Analyze each of these pieces and determine what makes them good writing.  Use some of the skills you have learned about this semester.  You should consider the items listed above; however, you do not have to use all of them in your answer.  For example, you may discuss how a piece has strong visual imagery which is created through personification and active, image-making verbs.  Write your answers in complete sentences/paragraphs on a clean sheet of paper, and refer to specific phrases/lines to support your statements.

**Take this seriously!  It is practice for your portfolio!
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