Characteristics of a Sonnet

· 14 line poem which states a poet’s personal feelings

· Each line is 10 syllables in length

· Every other syllable is stressed, beginning with the second syllable

· Shakespearean sonnet form: abab

    cdcd

    efef

     gg

· Three quatrains and a final rhyming couplet (Shakespearean)

· Shakespeare’s sonnets: 

Written between1592-1596

Published 1609

 Sonnet 130
My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun,

Coral is more red than her lips red,

If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun*;

If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head.

I have seen roses damasked**, red and white,

But no such roses see I in her cheeks;

And in some perfumes is there more delight

Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks.

I love to hear her speak, yet well I know

That music hath a far more pleasing sound;

I grant I never saw a goddess go;

My mistress, when she walks, treads on the ground;

And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare,

As any she belied with false compare.

*dun – dull grayish brown

**damasked – patterned, a rich pink color

1.  Who wrote the poem?  When?  Why do you think so?

2. What are the things that he compares his “girlfriend” to?

3 Is this a love poem?  Why do you think so?

4. Count the total number of lines _____

5. Label the rhyme scheme of the poem (abbc, etc.)

6.  Divide the poem into stanzas (couplet, triplet, quatrain).  Why did you divide the poem this way?  

This is an example of an Elizabethan or Shakespearean sonnet.  

Read the poem carefully and try to decide what are the things 

that make this poem a sonnet.

Victorian Age (19th Century)

· Elizabeth Barrett Browning married to Robert Browning, a famous poet
· Usually women used a male name to be published, but she was able to use her own name because of her famous husband.
· Didn’t want women to write because the energy put forth would decrease her fertility, and her primary purpose was to bear children
· Women at this time called “Angels in the Home.”  Angels were considered sexless beings; therefore, by calling women angels, there was no focus on sexuality or passion
· This poem rather shocking because of the implied passion/sexuality…Elizabeth Barrett Browning wrote with fire and passion.  
Sonnet 43 by Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height 
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight 
For the ends of Being and ideal Grace.
I love thee to the level of everyday's 
Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light. 
I love thee freely, as men strive for Right; 
I love thee purely, as they turn from Praise. 
I love thee with the passion put to use 
In my old griefs, and with my childhood's faith.
I love thee with a love I seemed to lose
With my lost saints, -I love thee with the breath, 
Smiles, tears, of all my life! -and, if God choose, 
I shall but love thee better after death. 

