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My Homework is to Watch TV?!?!?!

Before the next class period, watch a television episode or movie of your choice.  If you are watching TV, it needs to be a sitcom, soap opera, drama, or other television show with characters, not a news program, ESPN GameDay or SportsCenter.

1. While watching the show, determine the protagonist and antagonist.  Develop a character sketch, describing the protagonist, much in the same way you observed a stranger.  Give as many details as you can regarding looks, thoughts, actions, treatment of others, how others view him/her, etc.  If it is a show you watch regularly or a movie, give us some background about the character: what do you know about his/her family life?  What issues/significant events shape the character’s views and reactions?

2. Answer the following question about the protagonist: “What does the character want and why?”

**There may be more than one answer.  For example, if you are analyzing Cristina Yang on Grey’s Anatomy, Cristina wants to be a great cardio-thoracic surgeon.  However, in one episode she may want something more specific: a great surgery, the sparkly pager, Dr. Hahn to treat her with respect, etc.  All of these desires help make her who she is.

3. Determine an antagonist in the episode/movie and repeat steps 1 and 2 above.  If the antagonist is not a person, state what you feel is the antagonist and then choose a character that directly or indirectly aids the antagonist.  For example, prejudice can be an antagonist.  What vehicle is used to display it?  

**Remember: Antagonists can be likable people.  They are not always “the villain.”

Have fun!  (
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