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World Literature and Composition
Course Information: 2012 – 2013

Mrs. Kopeny
Welcome to Sophomore Year!

This course introduces students to world literature through the study of its traditions, techniques, and genres. The course includes instruction in the writing process in which students produce essays dealing with literature and other topics.  Vocabulary development builds on the program started at the freshman level. The course also incorporates a study of humanities as a means of investigating world literature.  This course fulfills the English requirement for grade 10.
Please do not hesitate to speak with me when you have questions or concerns.  I am located in room A111 and am available during seminar, before and after school, and during blocks 4 and 5.  I also can be reached at maryann.kopeny@d214.org and 847-718-5966.  

Course Goals:

· Demonstate mastery of Word Within the Word lists 1-10 and 11-15, in addition to vocabulary lists related to the course literature.

· Be proficient with the College Readiness Standards in English through scoreband 24-27.

· Be proficient with the College Readiness Standards in Reading through scoreband 24-27.

· 
Establish effective note taking skills

· Identify and apply literary terminology in the analysis of course literature.
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Respond to prompts usings effective and sophisticated writing skills with an emphasis on persuasive writing and rhetoric.

Literature:
Our literature unit includes contemporary non-fiction essays, novels, and Shakespeare.  During each of these units we will focus on not just the content of what we are reading, but skills that will enable you to understand the text.  You should be prepared to annotate and/or keep a variety of notes as you read.

There will be extensive reading and analytical writing in this class.  It is imperative that you complete all assignments on time. You will be penalized for late work.

Here is a list of literary works discussed by quarters:

	1st Quarter: In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez 
                  selection from 50 Essays

                  Summer Reading
	3rd Quarter: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
                   selection from 5o Essays

	2nd Quarter: Macbeth by William Shakespeare 
                    selection from 50 Essays
	4th Quarter: Our Twisted Hero by Yi Munyol                       Lord of the Flies by William Golding
                   selection from 50 Essays




Note:  You are required to purchase In the Time of the Butterflies and Lord of the Flies.  Please see the RMHS website for further details. 

Invitation to Contact Instructor:

    “Should you or your parents/guardians have a question regarding course expectations, media or textbooks, or wish to request an alternative assignment for curricula containing potentially objectionable material, please contact the respective Division Head to discuss your concerns. The Division Head will serve as the liaison between the student and parent and the teacher.”

    Teachers may use video clips from commercial and basic cable television, current periodicals, as well as articles from local or national newspapers to explain or illustrate scientific concepts or topics without listing them on this website. This includes, but is not limited to, Life, Time, Newsweek, major television networks, Discovery Channel, TLC, Animal Planet, CNN, public television and the like.
Materials Needed:

· A 2-inch binder with dividers

· Loose-leaf paper (Papers with jagged edges will NOT be accepted.)  
· Blue or Black Pens and #2 pencils:  All writing assignments and written assessments must be in dark ink or typed.  The pencils help for some assignments and Scantron( answer sheets.

· Highlighters in a variety of colors so you can annotate, peer edit, identify roots, and parts of speech
· Any books/textbooks needed for class
Classroom Climate/Expectations:
· I will treat you like adults as long as you behave like adults.  This includes treating one another with RESPECT and CONSIDERATION.  Each student has something to offer the rest of us.  In order to take advantage of those learning opportunities, we LISTEN respectfully to each other.  You are also responsible for displaying appropriate behavior and language.
· Arrive ON TIME and PREPARED for class each day with ALL the required materials.  On time means in your seat, with your materials, ready to learn when the bell rings.
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· Remain in your seat from bell to bell.  Please do not stand around at the door.

· Come to class prepared to be an ACTIVE PARTICIPANT.  Class time is much more exciting 

and will seem to go by much more quickly if we are involved in discussions.  While I realize that

some of you may be uncomfortable speaking in class, do your best to participate—your ideas are

important!  Remember that being an active participant also means paying attention and

listening to the teacher and students in class.  

· Homework assignments must be completed at the beginning of the class period.  If you are unclear about directions or expectations for an assignment, come see me prior to class, and I will help you.  

· Cheating/Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Please refer to the District 214 Policy on Academic Integrity for details and consequences.
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· Seminar is the appropriate time to ask about missed work and grading issues.
· Electronic devices including, but not limited to: cell phones, CD players, MP3 players, 
pagers, DVD players, headphones, TVs, hair dryers, microwave ovens, etc., are not allowed.
· Please take care of personal needs (bathroom, water, etc.) before class.  

· No food or drink in class.  

· All school and classroom policies detailed in your student handbook apply in class.
Grading:
Grades are earned and determined by student performance in a variety of areas.  Please remember that students who are present in class, pay attention, and turn in work on time are usually the most successful. 
Semester One Grading:

	Weight
	Category

	5%
	Summer Reading: A Long Way Gone, Divergent, or Jantsen’s Gift

	15%
	Final Exam

	80%
	Semester Work


Unless otherwise indicated, the grading scale will be:
89.5 – 100 A

79.5 – 89.4 B

69.5 - 79.4 C

59.5 – 69.4 D

59.4 – 0 F
Posting Grades to HomeLogic:

Minor, daily assignments are graded and updated weekly. For larger projects and/or essays, grades will be updated within three to four weeks.  Please feel free to contact me directly with specific questions/concerns at maryann.kopeny@d214.org
PLEASE NOTE: These guidelines are for student work that is completed and turned in at the time it is due. Late work may not be graded according to the timeline established above.
Late Work may be accepted for partial or reduced credit.  There is NO Extra Credit.
Attendance and Missed Work:

As class will be challenging in its workload, it is very important for you to be here every day. If you miss class, it is YOUR responsibility to get the missing work.  If you are part of a group and are absent, you must still turn in your portion of the group project that day…give the assignment to a friend, have someone drop it off, etc.  Have a plan in place ahead of time for how your work will get to your group if you are gone.
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Please fill out, sign, and return this portion to class by Tuesday, August 28/Wednesday, August 29.
I have read and understood the expectations for World Literature and Composition.

________________________________________________

Student Name (PRINT)

________________________________________________

Student Signature

________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (PRINT)

________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature

Email address:_____________________________________
Phone number:____________________________________
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